Oxygen tension in the somatosensory cortex of rhesus monkeys in space.
Oxygen tension (pO2) in the somatosensory cortex of rhesus monkeys was measured polarographically. Immediately after insertion into orbit (the first 40-60 min), the parameter increased significantly and then fell below the baseline. However, at later flight stages pO2 was adequate, indicating that cerebral circulation regulation adapted well to the space environment and that the somatosensory cortex was not exposed to hypoxemia.